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Questions

thin international organizations?

Do IOs become less ettective as they

acquire more members?

As more countries joined the GATT

an

be

d WTO, did these institutions

come /ess trade effective?

Evidence from the GATT/WTO
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Model

We estimate gravity models of bilateral trade interacting GATT
and WTO joint membership with their width.

Lmports;. = By * Joint Membershipy, + B, * (Joint Membership;,
* Widthy,) + By Widthy, + Controlsy, + e,

Hypothesis: B;>0 and B,<0
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GATT and WTO Width

Figure 1: Effecttve Number of Member-States in the GATT (1948-1994) and WTO (1995-2020).
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OLS coefficients with robust standard errors clustered on the directed dyad in parentheses.
GATT Members and WTO Members constitutive variables drop due to collinearity with their

respective interaction variables.

The x-axis provides the marginal effect, and the y-axis provides the number of _Members (logged).
The solid line indicates the point estimate with the dashed lines indicating 95 percent confidence
intervals.



